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CAP SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES ON THE ENVIRONMENT & CLIMATE
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HOW THE NEW CAP WILL IMPROVE ITS ENVIRONMENTAL
AND CLIMATE PERFORMANCE…



LINKS TO NON-CAP LEGISLATION ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND 
CLIMATE

▪ Linking CAP interventions to national planning tools from EU legislation on:

▪ water, air, biodiversity (e.g. Programmes of Measures, Prioritized Action 
Framework)

▪ climate change, energy (e.g. nat. climate and energy plans) 

▪ pesticides

▪ MS’ CAP Plans must:

▪ Take account of analysis, targets from the relevant planning tools, etc.

▪ Make an appropriate contribution to achieving those targets



A JOINED-UP, RESULTS-BASED APPROACH

▪ MS Strategic Plan with both CAP Pillars together

▪ Starting point: SWOT analysis, needs assessment

▪ Set Targets

▪ Design of the interventions: right combination of tools

▪ Monitoring of achievements

▪ Consultation with national stakeholders

▪ CAP plans approved by Commission



The new green architecture
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▪ SWOT analysis, assessment of needs are the foundation

▪ New elements in the system of “conditionality”:

▪ Protection of wetland and peatland – GAEC 2
▪ Water Framework Directive, Directive on Sustainable Use of Pesticides

▪ Substantial flexibility for MS in implementation

▪ Commission assesses implementation choices in CAP plans,
enhanced transparency and comparability between MS, level playing field

CONDITIONALITY: BALANCED AMBITION 



▪ Aim = eligibility where:

▪ Rewetting is consequence of GAEC 2 

▪ Appropriate Eco Scheme or AECM commitments

▪ Aim = use for paludiculture would be eligible

DIRECT PAYMENTS
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PILLAR I "ECO-SCHEMES"
▪ New way of spending Pillar I funding on the environment and climate (i.e. without 

co-financing)

▪ Can be useful to design a scheme that is attractive to a larger number of farmers –
and will help achieve a higher level of ambition

▪ Mandatory for MS, voluntary for farmers

▪ May target areas in which MS has particular challenges (e.g. emissions or nitrates 
or biodiversity) 

▪ MS have flexibility over content of eco-schemes…

▪ …and flexibility over payment – possibility of incentives

▪ Environmental “top-ups” to basic income support; or compensation payments 
based on costs incurred, income foregone



▪ Full range of relevant Pillar II support remains available…

▪ Key relevant support types:

▪ Payments for management commitments (including agri-environment-climate 
commitments)

▪ Payments to compensate for constraints (natural, or related to Natura 2000 / 
Water Framework Directive)

▪ Support for investments, knowledge transfer, innovation, co-operation

▪ Negative list" for investment support (unsustainable irrigation & forestry)

PILLAR II 
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